
N o t h i n g ' s l o s t f o r e v e r .
In t h i s world, the re i s a kind of
p a i n f u l p r o g r e s s . Longing f o r what
we've l e f t behind, and dreaming ahead.
At least I think t ha t ' s so.

( H a r p e r , i n t h e fi n a l s c e n e
Of ANGELS IN AMERICA, Part I I )

Dear F r i e n d s :

Merry Chris tmas and Happy New Year!The q u o t e above seems a fi t t i n g ep i t aph for the yearabout t o become h i s t o r y . I ' v e s p e n t a g o o d p a r t o f 1 9 9 4looking over my shoulder with bi t ter /sweet nostalgia, buta l s o l o o k i n g ahead w i t h a m i x t u r e of d r e a d and d r e a m s .I t ' s been a year of laughs and tears, and of painfulp r o g r e s s .

I began my leave of absence from the Holy Cross Communitya t t h e end of J a n u a r y a n d moved from P o r t l a n d t o Oakland.After find ing
I began l o o k i n g for work.

an apartment, j u s t below the Berkeley border,
My a p p r e h e n s i o n t h a t t h i s was

n o t t h e w i s e s t t ime t o b e s e e k i n g a j o b in s o c i a l s e r v i c ein C a l i f o r n i a c o u l d not have been more v a l i d ! M o n t h s o f
applications, interviews, follow-up conferences a n d thenr e j e c t i o n l e t t e r s took up most o f t h e y e a r . I t w a s a n
e d u c a t i o n ! (Some l e s s o n s , l i k e t h e repeated ones inanx ie ty over fi n a n c e s , I would g l ad ly have played hookyf r o m ! ) By October I was extremely f rus t r a t ed and d i s -couraged and decided to pursue any job t h a t would payr e n t a n d After a b r i e f , temporary s t i n t in

Shoes Dept. at Nords t rom Rack (God! Didt h a t e v e r darken my outlook on t h e f u t u r e o f c i v i l i z a t i o n ! )
I b e g a n w o r k i n g a t a n e w , c l a s s i c a l o n l y , To w e rs to re near Fisherman's Wharf in San Francisco.

R e c o r d s
I s t i 1 1h a v e a n e a r to the ground f o r a job inf o r now I s o c i a l work , but

CD's. g e t p a i d to push Solti and Callas a n d Horowitz
T h i n g s c o u l d be worse. At l e a s t I ' m not ac o n g r e s s i o n a l D e m o c r a t ! )

The o rdea l o f the months-long job search paled in
i s o n t o c o m p a r -

t h e dismay at l o s i n g two c l o s e and
both "in t h e i r prime" d e a r f r i e n d s ,

• Mike Cashman and S t e v e P a s c e n t ewere among my fi r s t s t u d e n t s at NDHS/Niles and remainedc l o s e f o r t h e l a s t 25 y e a r s .
a n d O c t o b e r

T h e i r s u d d e n d e a t h s in J u l ytook t h e wind o u t o f myfew o t h e r l o s s e s h a v e .
s a i l s i n ways t ha t

T h i s t i m e of t r a n s i t i o n a n d r e a s s e s s m e n t h a s
s o m e h i l a r i o u s m o m e n t s ( a n d
of confused i d e n t i t y .

p a i n f u l l y
p r o v i d e d

awkward ones t o o )
On T h a n k s g i v i n g m o r n i n g I w a s

h e l p i n g wi th the Loaves & Fishes h o l i d a y b r e a k f a s t a t t h eNewman Center in B e r k e l e y. Within a time span of 30m i n u t e s : a fashionably dressed new volunteer mistook mefor one of the homeless diners and offered a homily of



encouraging words ( I just d i d n ' t have the heart to t e l l
a co-worker threw me her keys so I could move her

a e k   h o w   t h g   n e d   p e o n   n a n t e d ,   o f   d   a n o t h e r   f a t e m e
saw something about me that made: her presume.. .

Tai not anaged he one out no to anguin he alone,
Thank you!

With love,

J o h n   J .   F i t z g e r a l d
5 6 0 9 C o l l e g e A v e . #207
Oakland, CA 94618
(510) 653-8328

PUTTING THE CHRIST
BACK IN CHRISTMAS CHRIST


